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Abstract 

This study assessed the effort of NAPTIP in the rehabilitation of the Libya returnee migrants 

in Nigeria. The objective of the study were to examine whether NAPTIP provided professional 

counselling, disseminated adequate and critical information,  facilitated technical and financial 

empowerment for the Libya Returnee Migrants in Benin City, Edo State. The study adopted 

the survey research design and administered 538 structured questionnaires. The study reveals 

that the Federal Government has failed to make NAPTIP functional enough to embark on 

comprehensive rehabilitation of Libya returnee migrants in Benin City, Edo State. This has 

forced the State Government to take over the rehabilitation and reintegration of these returnee 

migrants. The study therefore recommends pragmatic steps in the institutionalization of 

returnee migrants‟ rehabilitation program across the country, since international migration and 

the outcome has become undeniable reality in the country. 

Keywords: Counselling and Rehabilitation, International Migration, Migrant Returnee. 

 

Introduction 

International migrants are persons who migrated to countries other than those of their birth 

either for economic reasons or security concerns. The number of such persons has doubled 

from 75 million in 1965 to an estimated 150 million in 2000 (International Organization for 

Migration, 2000). Based on the data, 80 to 97 million people have migrated with their families 

(International Labour Organization, 2001) to seek greener pasture while 12.1 million (United 

Nation High Commission for Refugees, 2001) and 14.5 million (United State Committee for 

Refugees, 2001; Kaplan, 1994; Kennedy, 1993) constitute displaced persons or refugees who 

fled crisis in their place of origin. 

More worrisome is the fact that the number of international migrants has been increasing 

over the last two decades, reaching a peak of 281 million people living outside their country of 

origin in 2020.  Currently, international migrants represent about 3.6 per cent of the world‟s 

population (UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs 2020). 

 

In 2020, the pattern of international migration showed that people prefer to migrate to 

locations proximate to their place of origin. 70 percent of migrants born in Europe resided 

in another European country. The pattern is similar in sub- Saharan (UN DESA, 2020). 

Brimelow (1995) and (UN DESA, 2020) rationalized proximate migration to the sense of 

stability that cultural affinity of intra-regional migration provided a migrant who is seeking to 

settle elsewhere.  
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However, most countries where these migrants decide to relocate to are anxious of the flux 

of migrants and the impact of the disruption migrants introduce to a new environment. A 

prevalent challenge in Africa is that most migrants travel without proper documentation and 

this tend to resort to deportation of migrants once identified by a host country.   

Discourse on international migration and returnee migrants have gained currency over the 

world due to their impacts on the socio-cultural, politico-security and economic well-being of 

communities, societies and states, as well as the welfare of the migrants themselves 

(Acemoglu & Robinson, 2012). 

 Globalization provides a stimulus for international migration with the compression of 

time and space through the revolution in the information and communication technology (ICT) 

which provides real time information on events and opportunities across the world (Shrier, 

Canale & Pentland, 2016; Frouws, Philips, Hassan, & Twigt, 2016; Zijlstra & van Liempt, 

2017). It also universalized certain ideas practices, taste, fashions, values and institutions 

which facilitate transaction between people of different nations as well as distinct locations 

thereby promoting interconnections of people across different geo-political location (Kahanec 

& Zimmermann, 2008; Czaika, de Haas,& Miller 2014).  

International migration in Nigeria and Edo State in particular is a venture embarked upon 

by young persons seeking greener pasture elsewhere in the world in the face of unemployment 

and limited economic opportunities in their place of origin. Hence, a reasonable number of 

young people leave to other countries in the world. Most prominent destinations include: 

United States (US), the United Kingdom (UK), Italy, Belgium, France, Germany, Spain, South 

Africa and Libya (Omoregie, 1997; Nshimpi & Fioramonti, 2013 Adepoju, 2016; Flahaux & 

de Haas, 2016).  

In the discourse of global trafficking, Nigeria has gained a reputation as one of the major 

origin, transit, and destination countries for human trafficking (Idemudia, 2003; Aborisade & 

Aderinto, 2008; Okojie, 2009; Uduji, Okolo-Obasi & Asongu 2019). For example, Nigerian 

nationals, especially women and girls, were reportedly the most identified trafficked persons in 

the EU in 2015, and they were identified in over 40 countries in 2017 (USDOS, 2018).The 

main motivating factors for such journey are the achievement of self-actualization and 

economic gains. These desires have made several Edo people to see illegal and irregular 

international migration as a means of escape from poverty, hunger, and other socio-economic 

constraints to other countries with the hope of realizing their goals and aspiration.  

Data on the pattern and scope of human trafficking are inconclusive and difficult to track 

due to the clandestine nature of the act and lack of coordination in data collection, recording, 

and dissemination (Warren, 2010). However, Nigeria„s anti-trafficking agency, the National 

Agency for the Prohibition of Traffic in Persons (NAPTIP) reports that it had received a total 

of 6,572 cases of human trafficking between 2003 and 2018 in Nigeria (Afolayan & 

Ikwuyatun, 2008; IOM, 2015; McAuliffe& Koser, 2017; NAPTIP, 2018).  

However, the seemingly anarchy in that country after the fall of Gaddaffi‟s regime 

subjected most victims on involuntary migration or human trafficking to numerous inhuman 

treatment and some were arrested and sent to the prisons. Indeed, many more find themselves 

in one form of slavery, organ harvesting or the others and earnestly regret the venture and look 

forward to returning home (UNHCR, 2016; Weerasinghe, et al.,2017). These realities as 

captured by the footages of „Libya slave market‟ on major media platform across the world 

informed Nigerians on the repatriation of Nigerians and other nationals to their home countries 

with divergent needs, which require social policies and institutional intervention.  Specifically, 

Section 11 and 12 of Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) Enforcement and Administration Act 

of 2015 provided for the establishment of Counselling and Rehabilitation Department the 

Agency (Federal Government of Nigeria, 2015; A104 &105). NAPTIP to play a leading role 
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in the rehabilitation and reintegration of Libya returnee migrants in Benin City, Edo State and 

this is the focus of the current study. 

 

Statement of Problem 

The Nigerian state had created (NAPTIP) to investigate, arrest and prosecute perpetrators of 

human smuggling and trafficking, as well as assist their victims in the rehabilitation and 

reintegration after repatriation from foreign land (Federal Government of Nigeria, 2015). 

However, many Nigerians are familiar with the performance of NAPTIP in the arrest and 

prosecution of human traffickers with remarkable successes since its inception, but very little 

is published about it performances in the rehabilitation of the returnee migrants (UN, 2012).  

Nigerians become increasingly inquisitive of the utility of the agency in relation to the 

rehabilitation function since the fall of Muamar Ghadafi in 2011 which led to the repatriation 

of many Nigerians for possible rehabilitation and reintegration.  

The Nigerian Government mandated the National Emergency Management Agency 

(NEMA) to handle the repatriation and the transportation of these returnee migrants to their 

respective states of origin for rehabilitation and reintegration after gaining information about 

the „Libya Slave Market‟ footages where Nigerians were victims. Most of the repatriation of 

thousands of Nigerians from Libya were indigenes of Edo State (Owegie, 2017; Gradyjan, 

2018; Vanguard, 2018). 

NAPTIP itself has numerous challenges such as inadequate manpower, poor funding and 

inadequate facilities among others in handling the multifaceted functions involved in human 

trafficking and indeed the migration of Nigerians to other part of the world. Several studies 

have been carried out on the activities of NAPTIP in checking human trafficking, smuggling 

and repatriation (UNODC, 2009; Human Right Watch, 2010). Few studies has been carried 

out to assess the efforts of NAPTIP in the rehabilitation of Libya returnee migrants in Benin 

City since the fall of Muamar Ghadafi in 2011 to 2020. These necessitated the need for the 

current study to assess the efforts of NAPTIP in the rehabilitation of Libya returnee migrants.  

 

Objectives of the Study 

The central objective of this study is to assess the efforts of NAPTIP rehabilitation of Libya 

returnee migrants in Benin City, Edo State. Specific objectives include: 

1. To examine whether NAPTIP provided professional counselling to the Libya Returnee 

Migrants in Benin City, Edo State. 

2. To examine whether NAPTIP gave the required training to integrate the Libya Returnee 

Migrants in Benin City, Edo State. 

3. To investigate whether NAPTIP disseminated adequate and critical information to the 

Libya Returnee Migrants in Benin City, Edo State. 

4. To investigate whether NAPTIP facilitated technical and financial empowerment for the 

Libya Returnee Migrants in Benin City, Edo State. 

 

Research Questions 

The following research questions are raised to guide this study: 

1. Does NAPTIP provide professional counselling to the Libya Returnee Migrants in Benin 

City, Edo State? 

2. Does NAPTIP give the required trainings to the Libya Returnee Migrants in Benin City, 

Edo State? 

3. Does NAPTIP provide adequate and critical information to the Libya Returnee migrants in 

Benin City, Edo State? 

4. Does NAPTIP facilitate technical and financial empowerment of the Libya Returnee 

Migrants in Benin City, Edo State? 
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Theoretical Framework  

Neoclassical economic theory on migration, see immigrants originally move in response to 

higher wages in the receiving nation, which they expect to yield higher standard of living from 

earnings. In the absence of a binational wage differential, return migration should only occur if 

a migrant‟s expectations for higher net earnings are not met–because of under- or 

unemployment, the psychic costs of moving are higher than anticipated (Constant & Massey 

(2002:10).  Return migration occurs as the outcome of a failed migration experience which did 

not lead or produced the expected benefit. It involves labour migrants who miscalculated the 

cost of migration and therefore failed to reap the higher income in the foreign land and 

therefore forced to return to home countries (Todaro, 1969:p140). The neoclassical economic 

theory holds that failed migration experience is the only motivation for return of migrants to 

their home country, specifically failure in terms of expecting income, employment and other 

opportunities not present at the home country. This postulation fits into the situation of the 

returnee migrants from Libya who had hope to experience a better standard of living and 

higher income. 

 

Methodology   

The study adopted the survey research design in generating of data for the study. The choice of 

the survey method is informed as a means of securing relevant information from those with 

experience in the investigation of the study. The study was conducted in Benin City since it 

the place where most of the returnees migrants were rehabilitated. The study population was 

drawn from members of staff of Non-Governmental Organizations in Benin City and Libya 

returnees. The NGOs includes Idia Renaissance, Step Against Human Trafficking (SAHT), 

and the returnee migrants from Libya in Benin City and Libya returnees. 

Questionnaires with structured questions were administered in to the respondents who 

shared their views on the subject matter. The research instrument was subjected to both 

content and faces validity. The study however adopted the purposive sampling method to 

select only members of staff of the NGOs and the Libya Returnee Migrants who have had first 

hand information experience on the rehabilitation of the Libya returnee migrants.The 

instrument was given to expert in the field of migration and senior colleagues in the 

Department of Social Work to check the authenticity and efficiency of the instrument to 

provide answers to the research question. On the whole, a total of five hundred and seventy-

one (571) copies of the questionnaires were administered on the aforementioned categories of 

respondents in the rehabilitation agency and its locations within the study area in Benin City 

but five hundred and thirty eight was retrieved (538).  

 

Table 1: Demographic status of respondents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources; Author compilation 2020 

 

 

 

 

Sex  

Male 326 

Female  212 

Total  538 
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Figure 1.  

  
Sources; Author compilation 2020 

 

The demographic representation in Table 1 and Figure showed that male were 326 and female 

212 which represented 61% and 39% respectively for the population of the study. The 

representation is robust to permit adequate and objective analysis on gender basis since the 

variation is fairly balanced.  

 

Research Questions: One 

Table2: NAPTIP Provided Professional Counseling  

SA  A  D  SD  

45 43 248 202 

Sources; Author compilation 2020 
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Sources; Author compilation 2020 

 

Table 2 reveals that 45 of the respondents agreed that NAPTIP provided professional 

counseling to the Libya Returnee Migrants in Benin, Edo State and 43 of the respondents 

strongly agreed. This were captured in fig.2 to represent 8% and 8% respectively for both 

category.  

248 of the respondents disagreed and 202 strongly disagreed that NAPTIP provided 

professional counseling to the Libya Returnee Migrants in Edo State. This was reflected in 

fig.2 to indicate that 46% disagreed and 38% strongly disagreed respectively. The aggregate 

data indicated that 84% of the respondents were of the opinion that NAPTIP did not provide 

professional counseling to the Libya Returnee Migrants in Edo State. 

 

Research Question Two  

 

TABLE 3: NAPTIP Provides Training and Skill Acquisition Programme  

SA  A  D  SD  

44 49 248 197  

                    Source:  Authors‟ Compilation (2020). 
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Fig.3 

 
Source:  Authors‟ Compilation (2020). 

 

Table 3 above indicates that 44 of the respondents agreed that NAPTIP provides basic 

vocational and technical skills acquisition to unskilled Libya Returnee Migrants in Edo State 

and 43 strongly agreed that such training and skill acquisition took place. This represented 9% 

and 8% respectively. Indicating an affirmative of mere 17% of the respondents.  

However, 248 disagreed and 197 strongly disagreed that NAPTIP provides basic 

vocational and technical skills acquisition to unskilled Libya Returnee Migrants in Edo State. 

This represented 46% and 37% in fig.3. which typified an aggregate of 83% disagreement that   

NAPTIP provides basic vocational and technical skills acquisition to unskilled Libya Returnee 

Migrants in Edo State.  

 

Research Question Three 

 

TABLE 4: NAPTIP Disseminates Adequate Information to the Libya Returnee Migrants 

 

SA  A   D  SD  

21 57 255 205  

                    Source:  Authors‟ Compilation (2020). 
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Fig.4 

 
Source:  Authors‟ Compilation (2020). 

 

Responses from the respondents  on table 4 showed that 21 and 57 of the respondents agreed 

and strongly agreed that NAPTIP disseminated adequate information to the Libya returnee 

migrants. This was reflected in fig.4 to represent 11% and 4% respectively for agree and 

strongly agreed category. This identify the affirmative acceptance is 15% of the respondents.  

225 and 205 of the respondents disagreed and strongly disagreed that  NAPTIP 

disseminated adequate information to the Libya returnee migrants. This was reflected in Fig.4 

to represent 47% and 38% for disagreed and strongly disagreed categories of the respondents. 

This was typified as 85% decline that NAPTIP disseminated adequate information to the 

Libya returnee migrants.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research Question Four 

 

TABLE 5 : NAPTIP Provides Technical and Financial Empowerment to the Libya 

Returnee Migrants in Benin City, Edo State 

SA  A  D  SD  


32 61 247 198  

Source:  Authors‟ Compilation (2020). 
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Fig 5 

 
Source:  Authors‟ Compilation (2020). 

 

Responses from the respondent disclosed in table 5 that 32 of the respondents strongly agreed 

that NAPTIP provided technical and financial empowerment to the Libya returnee migrants in 

Benin City, Edo State and 61 agreed. This was also reflected in fig.5 to respectively represent 

6% and 11|% respectively. The positive affirmation is 17%.  

247 and 198 of the Respondents disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively that 

NAPTIP provided technical and financial empowerment to the Libya returnee migrants in 

Benin City, Edo State. This was also reflected in fig.5 to account for 46% and 37% 

respectively for both categories. This indicated an overwhelming decline on aggregate of 83%.     

 

Discussion of findings 

This response from the responds agreed with this research by Adejumo, Olu-Owolabi & 

Fayomi (2015) that government operates most of the effective rehabilitation homes that 

catered for the victims of human trafficking in Nigeria. Despite the fact that several NGOs 

exist in the country, very few are interested in rehabilitation programmes as only 28% of the 

participants were from homes operating by NGO against 72% from government homes. In 

other countries they are recognized as partners in progress. The nature of the independent role 

played by non-governmental organizations in rehabilitation of victims within Nigerian society 

calls for real participation. (Adejumo, Olu-Owolabi & Fayomi, 2015). 

Significantly, base on these findings, the dimension of the agency on rehabilitation 

appears to be inadequately supported by governmental and civil society rehabilitation 

programs. In fact, this deficiency reveals a tension between the Nigerian 

Governments„ securitization and human rights approach to human trafficking as elements of 

both approaches are evident in the rehabilitation programs. The lack of support for male 

survivors suggest that they are still some significant gaps between rehabilitation strategies and 

the empowerment of survivors in Nigeria (Okoli, 2020). 

Base on these findings, Jordan (2002): Macy & John (2011), were of the same opinion that 

empowering survivors through measures like decision making improves their self-esteem, 

confidence and ensures better chances at successfully reintegrating into society. Unfortunately, 

this is largely deficiency in the agency rehabilitation process and programs of rehabilitation. 

The consequence is that while the efforts to use rehabilitation to empower survivors seem to 
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have had some little impact in terms of providing resources such as disseminating of adequate 

information, the nature of the rehabilitation programs might actually be disempowering 

survivors by treating them either as inert objects of rehabilitation or completely neglecting 

them (i.e., male survivors). It is therefore clear that there is a need to reform rehabilitation 

strategies in NAPTIP and partnering agency if they are to become more effective (Okoli, 

2020). 

There are several pitfalls that hinder the NAPTIP to achieve effective rehabilitation programs 

and linking of financial resources to Libya Returnee Migrant. For instance, Nwogu (2014) 

showed that the probable disparities between the funds allocated to NAPTIP by the federal 

government and the funds it actually receives for its operations are due to corruption. This 

assertion holds up when the poor state of NAPTIP„s facilities is juxtaposed with the huge sums 

of money it is supposedly allocated in the national budget annually. This issue of corruption 

and mismanagement of national funds at various levels of government likely account for the 

lack of facilities for vocational skills training and linking Victims to financial institutions that 

can give security and credit facilities to migrant returnee. (Okoli,2020). 

 

Conclusion 

The study revealed the institutional weaknesses of NAPTIP and its incapability in 

rehabilitating the Libya returnee migrants in Benin City, Edo State and Nigeria in general. 

This reflects the state of this major government agency saddled with the responsibility of 

intervening on social issues across the nation. It raises questions on the commitment of the 

government to the wellbeing of its citizens, especially the disadvantaged sub-groups and 

victims of man-made or natural disaster. NAPTIP was expected to assist them in skills 

acquisition and other training which would enhance their reintegration into their society with 

meaningful means of livelihood. The National Directorate for Employment (NDE) which 

would have been a worthy partner in provision of vocational training to returnee migrant is 

poorly funded. The bureaucracy and administration, as well as facilities in some of the 

workshops are very discouraging to trainees. These indeed accounts for the reason why many 

of the returnee migrants refuse to participate in such training and skill acquisition model. 

 

Conclusion 

The study revealed the institutional weaknesses of NAPTIP and its incapability in 

rehabilitating the Libya returnee migrants in Benin City, Edo State and Nigeria in general. 

Partner agencies and Non governmental organization are committed but similarly lack the 

resources in the face of the enormity of the problem.    

 

Recommendations 

 The study therefore recommends that: 

1) The Federal Government needs to increase the capacity of NAPTIP in terms of increase in 

quality and quantity of manpower. Expand its facilities and diversify its funding in order 

to meet the challenges of rehabilitating returnee migrants from every part of the world. 

2) All stakeholders need to be educated on the danger of stigmatizing returnee migrants. 

Since international migration is like any human endeavor. It may not be successful all the 

time, and its failure should not be seen as the end of the road. 

3) Checkmating illegal migration should be seen as the collective responsibility of all 

citizens. This is because the negative impact of failed migration has enormous challenges 

on the society and the nation at large. 

4) The funding of NAPTIP should not be left with the federal government alone. The 

creation of Diaspora Trust Fund for the rehabilitation of returnee migrants would enhance 

the institutional and operational capability of NAPTIP. Besides, corporate bodies in the 
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country could also contribute a certain percentage to the „Diaspora Trust Fund which 

would expand the capacity and enhance the effectiveness of NAPTIP in rehabilitating 

returnee migrants amongst other functions.  

5) Setting aside a percentage of the Diaspora‟s remittance by the Nigerian government could 

provide a source of funding for NAPTIP and increase its capacity to perform its statutory 

duties.  

6) Therefore, the funding of the agency could be made easier and effective if the Nigerian 

government engages all the stakeholders, formulates and implements constructive policies 

for the rehabilitation of the returnee migrants. 

7) Appeal to corporate bodies to support NAPTIP in funding and rehabilitation of the 

returnee migrants could also be a source of additional funding.   
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